
 
 

 

Merry Christmas 
December, 2019 

 
Dear Friends: 
 

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD,  
when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 

In those days, and at that time, I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David, 
and he (the Branch) shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.” 

(Jeremiah 33:14-15) 

 
As we prepare to celebrate the Incarnation of Jesus (Immanuel – “God with us”), we realize that the Jews living at 
that time were not expecting a “baby” Messiah, but rather a “righteous Branch” … the promised Messiah … who 
would liberate them from Rome, and usher in the time of “justice and righteousness in the land”.  However, Paul 
reminds us, “But when the right time came, God sent his Son, who was born from a woman and lived under the 
law.” (Gal.4:4)  This was always God’s plan.   
 
Having just recently returned from a trip to Israel, I sensed that many of the secular Jews living there are persuaded 
that … at least … the first half of Jeremiah’s prophecy has been fulfilled:  “the house of Israel and the house of 
Judah” has been restored.  However, as John Piper observes: “The attempt of Israel to fulfill the first half of 
Jeremiah’s prophecy without submission to the second half is insurrection against the King.”  
 
But sadly, many in the nation of Israel have often misunderstood God’s plan, and have repeatedly misapplied the 
prophet’s message.  Clearly, Jeremiah’s prophecy was a prediction about the spiritual restoration of Israel during 
the time of the Messiah’s reign over all the earth.  But before that time of “spiritual restoration”, there would be an 
opportunity for Jews to submit to God’s intermediate “plan”: submission to the “Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world.”  
 
Once again, quoting from Jeremiah’s prophecy:  
 

“The time is coming, when I will raise up a good ‘branch’ from David’s family. 
He will be a king who will rule in a wise way. 
He will do what is fair and right in the land. 

When he rules, Judah will be saved, and Israel will live in safety. 
This will be his name: 

The Lord Makes Things Right for Us.” 
(Jeremiah 23:5-6) 

 
When Jesus entered our world, and took on human flesh, God began His work of making ALL things “right for us”, 
and the day will come when He will complete that work.  In the meantime, we need to remember the words of John 
Piper who said: “everything the prophets predicted about the future was always intended to produce obedience in 
the present.”  
 
In this Advent season this is a great reminder for each of us.  Today we are being called to “obedience” to the King of 
Kings and the Lord of Lords.   

 
I trust that you and your family will have a glorious Christmas. 
 
Yours for reaching the marketplace. 

Carl  


